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AGREE NT OF
FEDERAL. AGENCIES ON

EcosYSTEM " NAGEMENT
IN Tt-IE CttESAPEAKE BAY

,peake Bay Program July I4, i994 "

_’~’~THEREAS, the National Performance Reviewtoxic loadings to the Bay andits tributaries; the recovery of
~ " ~ ~/ under the direction ofthe .Vice President hasunderwater grasses, and the removaI of blockages to migratory

| ¥ ¥ .called upon:Federal agencies to develop cross-fish; and
agency e.cosystem planning and management; and ’

WHEREAS, the Federal Age~acies Committee of the

I WH.EREAS, the restoration 0f the Chesapeake Bay is aChesapeake Bay Program has supported these efforts through,
readily accessible example of ecosystem management carriedamong other actions, the establishment of Work Groups on
out by a parmership of State and Federal agencies engaged inNtitrie}tt Red’uction and H~bitat Restoration, which have inil:i-

i the .integrated management of the waters, th~ air, the living" at~d a program of nutrient and habitat assessments of major
resources, and human dimensions Of the landscapes of the BayFederal facilities in the Bay watershed; and

¯Region, all with the commofi goal of restoring the. Chesapeake

i
watershed to’a healthy ecosystem; and . WHEREAS, the Presidenti in a Memorandum of April

’ ¯ 26, 1994, for the Heads of Executive Departments and
WHEREAS; "this partnership is embodied .in ~e 1987Agencies, has directed.agencies to adopt environmentally and

Che~apeake BaYandAgreement,virginia,signed.the D~trictbY the S~gteSof Columbia,°f Mar¥1and,theeconomically beneficial practices on Fe’deral landscapedI Pennsylvania
grounds, which practices are in many cases similar to those¯ Chesapeake Bay Corn.mission, and the Federal Govermr,¢nt,alrefidy being proposed in.the facility assessments being under-which reaffirms the commitments of all parties "to restore and.

I protect the ecological integrity, productivity and beneficial uses ¯taken by the Chesapeake B~y Federal Agencies Committee; and
of the Ch.esapeake¯ Bay system;" and               ".                 WHEREAS, toxic emissions and releases from private

WHEREAS, the thirteen Federal agencies which have . industry to the Chesapeake Bay hav~ been ~educed by over 50%

I si~ned formal’ agreements to be part of the Chesapeake BaYin five years, and the President, in Executive Orde~ #12856 has
Progiam manage "public lands, support state implementation,recendy.called for a similar 50% reduction in toxic releases from
through, cooperative programs, and bring a broad range of ex-Feder.al facilities by 1999, along with progress reporting to begifi

I pertise in .land: water, air,, and living resource management toJuly 1, 1995; and
the restoration effort, and believe the Bay parmersh!p can pro-..
vide even greater opportunities to adhieve ecosystem-basedWHEREAS~ the President.with the support ofCo;ngress,

I planning and management; a~ad , has established the Corporation for National ahd Community
: Service under the .National and Community Service.Trust Act,

WHEREAS, the Chesapeake Bay Program is. a nationalunder which the National Civilian Community Corps has estab-

i leader in the use of sound science to set c!~ar gdal~ and tolished its first Operations and Training Center at Aberdeen
measure progress in such areas as reductions in nutrient andProving Ground, on the Chesapeake.

¯ w, therefore, we’, the " ’unders~gnee representatives of the participating Fdderal agencies, commit ourselves to
managing the Chesapeake Bay watershed as a cohesb,’e ’ecosystem, and recommit to working together and "with the states and other| ¯
par~ies to achieve the goals of the Clw.sapeake Bay Agreement, Specifically, we agree to: ..

parmership~ @ work to bring all our programs into the partnership for Chesapeake Bay ecosystem management, and to urge

I other Federal agencies to bec.ome participants with us, where appropriate;

research ¯ coordinate our research agendas in cotisu~tation with the Bay Program’s Scientific and Technical Advisory
Committee, to.address priority management needs for restoration of the Chesapeake Bay; initially including
th.e role of atmospheric depesition, in nutrient arid toxic pollution of the Bay and the impact bn the natural
system (NOAA lead);        ..

| -data coordinarion ¯ establish a Work ,G’rot)p under tl~e Federal Agencies Commirt.ee to assess and evaluate existing ecological
resource im;entories used by Federal agencies, and to make recommendations to improve coordination,
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compatibility, standardization, GIS-based data layers and interagency trar~fer of informatio~a by December 3 I,
1995 (EPA’lead);

AnacosO~z River ¯ provide full support to the An~cosda.Ri-~e~ Demonstration Project as an opportunity to apply ecosystem man-
ageraent concepts in an urban environment, through a coordinated biennial. Federal workplan beginning in FY
1995, in concer~ with the Anacostia Watershed Restoration Committee (Corps of Engineers lead);

habitat restoradon ¯ support full implementation of the Bay Program’s Habitat Restoration Strate~ and related ptans by:
(1) including innovative use of public and private’ funding sources, restoration of habitat .at Federal facilities~

and development ann. ually of a list of priority projects for habitat restorafiori on Federal lands in the water-.
shed (lzWS lead);

(2) fully implementing all habitat restoration authorities to improve the condition of aquatic, riparian and
upland fish and wildlife habitat and assuring beneficial use of clean dredged material to support fish, migra-
tory waterfowl, and Other wildlife habitat in the Bay (Corps bf Engineers lead);

(3) supporting development in the Bay ~.htershed of a policy favoring.the creation of forested buffers hlor~g
streams,in order to help achieve both nutrient reduction and habitat restoration goals of the CheSapeake
Bay Program (USFS lead); and               " * "

i4) providing technical assistance in fish. poasage desi=~a, providing stock for restoffng newly opened, spawning
habitat, and determining needs for r.esto.ring upstream spawning habitat .(NOAA lead);          ’

nutrient reduction ¯ commit to do our share to meet the goalto reduce by 40% the loading~ of nutrients to the Bay by. 2000 through:
(I) supporting the goals and action items of the tributaty strategies as they are .affected by Federal land.,; and

programs;
(2) .developing by December 31, I995, a Special Tributaw Strate~ for Federal lands in the Distric~ of Columb!a,

where the Federal Government is a major landholder (EPA lead);                        ¯
(3~ delivery of Federal assistance by integrated resources planning on. a watershed basis to deal with nont.5oint

sources of pollution, consistent with the 1993 A~eemen~ bet~veen the USDA and the Bay’ Program (SCS
lead);

(4) completing up~rades of wastewater treatment facilities to remove n.utfients at Federal facilities, with prior-
ity on facilities in excess of 0.Sm gallons per day. being up~aded by January 31,-2000, t6 levels consistent
with the applicable tributary srtate~ (DOD lead);

(5) completing demonstration site assessments for nutrient management using in~eragency teams on at leas~
one F, ederal facility in each of the,four jurisdictions (DC, MD, PA, VA) by December 31; 1994 (EPA lead);
and

(6) development of an assessment protocol based upon these demo’nstration pro~ects for use ~r~ completing at
least five additional assessments annually at ’Federal facilities in the Basin until September 30, 2000
(EPA lead); "

toxk reducdo~ ¯ aid in the reduction o¯f toxic ioadings to the Chesapeake and its tributarie~ .by:
(1) signfficandy increasing the adoption of Integrated Pest M~.nagement in the watershed consistent with the

Administration’s commitment to having Integrated Pest Management implemented on 75% of the countty’s
agricultural iands by th~ year 2~00 (USDA lead);                                            .

(2) using the existing :’BayScapes" and other successful programs to expedite compliance with the President’s
directive on environmentally" and economically beneficial landscaping practices on Federal facilities in the
Bay watershed (FWS lead); .and ,

(3) highlighting releases of the Bay’s priority Toxics of Concern from Federal facilities in reports tinder Executive
Order #12856 (EPA lead);

.fid~rA [adlides ¯ assure that the ecological value ~fany Federal facilities proposed for closure within the Chesapeake Bay
shed is addressed in the decision-making process for future, land uses (D©D lead);

nationa[ ~r~i~e ¯ provide r~utual benefi~ to the Bay and to national s~r’,°i~e through environmental improvement ~,raining and
proiect proposals and other opportunities to work with the 250 Corps members and 45 staff being located in
Aberdeen as pa~ Of the National Civilian Community Corps, as well as with other initiatives of the Corporation
for Natiohal and Communivt" Service (NCCC !ead).              "

ally, we agree to report biennia/fly on progress in the implementation of this agreement, b~ginning April 1’, ’1995 (EPA lead).
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I"
FOR THE U,S. FOREST SERVICE

FOR THE SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

~

Paul’W. Johnson,

FOR THE EXTENSION SERVICE

I
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